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many cases.    These powers were a step in the right direction as unsuitable
producers were barred from entering the liquid market.
Although the Scheme worked fairly well, for some long time the Milk
Marketing Board and the larger dairy companies felt that  the standard
resazurin test  employed,  although  useful for  advisory purposes, did not
attain the object they had in mind, particularly as these iirms arc chiefly
interested in the marketability of the milk.    Certain suggestions were put
forward  to  the Ministry  of Agriculture   and  Fisheries  and,  in  1947, an
experimental testing scheme was  introduced,   the  rejection  or  lo-minute
resazurin test being used in a concentrated manner with a view to effecting
improvement, the idea being to deal more intensely with the bad producers
than had been the case in the past.    The Scheme made use of what was
termed a sorting test, which was based upon the standard resazurin test
and which was applied to a composite sample of each producer's milk within
half an hour of sampling, at least once per month.    The rejection or 10-
minute test was applied daily to all churns of milk selected by the platform
inspector in the normal way, which were suspected to be of poor keeping
quality because the producer's milk had a disc reading of 3 A or less on the pre-
vious day, or, on the application of the sorting test, had disc readings of 3-J
or under on the previous day.   This test was continued on these milks until
two consecutive readings of over 3^  were obtained.    The larger dairies
co-operated in this experiment for a time but many lacked consistency in this
respect and accepted milk of low category ;  on the other hand a large number
of dairies have always rejected at 3^ or less, as was their right, although
this is not so in all cases.    Indeed, far too many dairies have, in the past,
always accepted milk which gave a disc reading of o or J under test.    All
dairies, however, whether rejecting at 3.] or not, were asked to keep records
of the quantity of milk which would have been rejected in order to assess
the effect upon the milk supply and this was certainly not so drastic as
might have been thought.    If all dairies would reject at 3.] or under, price
control by quality would ensue and producers who had milk returned would
quickly seek advice-   If they did not and had an excessive number of rejec-
tions,   stringent   statutory  measures   might   be   applied.     Obviously  the
consuming public want milk, and if the producer fails to supply it in usable
condition and quantity, stricter measures are obviously necessary.
Milk Quality Control
The National Milk Testing Service, as operated since its inception, has
now ended and certain changes have been made. In place of the Advisory
Committee, a Joint Quality Control Committee has been set up on which
all interested parties have representation, with emphasis, however, on the
number of trade members. This Committee is responsible for the technique
of the methods employed for testing the marketability of milk and also for
the standards of training for laboratory staffs employed on milk testing
duties. The routine resazurin test has been abandoned and the Platform
Rejection Test (to minutes resazurin) is generally employed, although further
scientific investigations may result in some other test being adopted for this
purpose. The results of the tests are not notified to County Agricultural
Executive Committees but the records of the various producers are open to
inspection for use in connection with the advisory and statutory respon-
sibilities of milk production staffs. The milk sent to small dairies or sold by
producer-retailers is not regularly tested, but is examined on request on